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known and it fell to the lot of a sect of Hindoos to
clean the city, whether it was the slush and dirt
of the streets or the baskets which contained the
excreta of human beings. It was only natural that
ordinary people were not anxious to mix with those
of their countrymen whose whole life was spent in
in the drains. As they passed you in the streets
you instinctively avoided them, and if you avoided
the man who did the work it followed that you
would avoid his wife who mixed with him and his
children too. Later when the children grew up
they followed in their father's footsteps, till after a
few years a community sprang up from among
which India picked its scavengers, its sweepers,
and its lavatory attendants.
With the coming of sanitation, and the gradual
spread of education this community which were
now known as the Untouchables, resented being
treated as lepers in their own country and by their
own people. They were denied the right to enter
the temples and to make their offering to the
common God of all Hindooism. They claimed that
in the eyes of God all men were equal, and that it
was unfair that those who no longer did the work
for which they were regarded as untouchable,
should still be ostracised by Society because of the
rigour of caste which had put a mark against these
people and their descendants for all time. It then
became an unjust prejudice, whose only justifica-